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ONE NATION, ONE TIME: INDIA MAKES IST LEGALLY ENFORCEABLE

India has followed Indian Standard Time (IST) for decades, but time itself had no legal status
until now. The new Legal Metrology (Indian Standard Time) Rules, 2026 make IST the legally
enforceable time reference for official and commercial use, requiring systems across sectors to
synchronise to time traceable to IST.

Why the Rules Were Needed?

e Think about it this way: your phone shows one time, a bank's server might show a
slightly different time, and a TV channel's studio clock might show yet another. These
small differences — a few seconds here, a minute there — usually don't matter in daily
life.

o But they can matter a lot in banking, courts, cybersecurity, or emergencies.

Until now, there was no law requiring anyone to follow IST exactly. The government
could check if a shop's weighing scale was accurate, but there was no similar check for
time.

o The new rule fixes this gap by legally requiring important systems to be synced with IST.
o The larger goal is captured in the phrase "One Nation, One Time": a single common time
reference for the entire country.

What Does "Synced with IST" Actually Mean?

e Every device — your computer, a bank's server, a mobile tower — gets its time from
somewhere.

e Often, that "somewhere" is a foreign server, or indirectly through GPS (which is
American-owned).

e This is why a phone using one source might show a slightly different time than a device
using another.

e The goal now is simple: everyone should get their time from a source that is officially

traceable back to India's own IST reference, maintained by NPL.
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What Will Businesses Need to Do?

0

;

e In simple terms, an organisation must be able to show that its computers or systems
are pulling time from an approved, IST-linked source — not from some random foreign
server.

e This isn't just about the number displayed on a screen; the actual internal clock needs to
be properly synced.

What Does This Mean for an Ordinary Person?

e For ordinary citizens, there's no immediate requirement to change anything —
compliance will largely happen automatically through service providers.

o However, accurate, traceable time can matter significantly when investigators or courts
need to reconstruct events, such as in fraud investigations.

Why Not Just Keep Using GPS?

e Most people currently obtain time indirectly through GPS, which is owned and controlled
by the United States — and can be degraded or denied at will.

e During the Kargil War, India was denied access to GPS information it had sought, which
became the genesis of India developing its own navigation system.

e This led ISRO to build the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), now
known as NavIC, providing independent regional satellite-navigation coverage.

e Since time is critical to navigation, NavIC satellites carry atomic clocks, and its ground
stations are traceable to IST — giving India an alternative, sovereign source of accurate
time.

Conclusion

The IST Rules, 2026 transform India's time reference from a scientific convention into a legally
enforceable standard, ensuring uniform synchronisation across sectors for better accountability,
cybersecurity and infrastructure resilience.

Combined with indigenous capabilities like NavIC and NPL's atomic clocks, this move
strengthens India's technological self-reliance and reduces vulnerability to disruptions in foreign

systems like GPS.
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CONSTITUTIONAL FAULTLINES IN THE FCRA AMENDMENT BILL., 2026

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 introduces a statutory framework
for a "Designated Authority" to oversee foreign contributions and assets when an organisation's
FCRA certificate is cancelled, surrendered, or ceases to exist.
While the State has a legitimate interest in regulating foreign funding, the Bill raises deeper
constitutional questions about the extent of executive intervention in civil society institutions.
The Core Issue: Regulation vs Control
o The debate is not between civil society and national security.
e The real question: where does the State cross the line from regulating foreign
contributions to exercising undue executive control over the institutions receiving them.
What the Bill Introduces?
e A 'Designated Authority' appointed by the Central government to oversee vesting,
supervision, management and disposal of foreign contributions and assets.
e Applies when an organisation's FCRA certificate is cancelled, surrendered, or ceases to
exist (including due to non-renewal).
o Foreign contributions and assets created from them may provisionally vest in this
Authority.
o Framed officially as an accountability mechanism to prevent diversion or abuse of such
properties.
Expansion Beyond Existing Law
o The existing FCRA already empowers scrutiny of foreign funding — registrations can be
withdrawn, cancelled for non-compliance, and penalties imposed for misappropriation.
o Existing law already contains a provision for vesting assets created from foreign funds
upon cancellation.

e What's new: a detailed statutory framework covering provisional vesting, possession,

management, restoration, and ultimately permanent vesting and disposal.

# 155/22, Vikas Nagar, Behind Huda City Park, Rohtak 9215649666

e e e B e B e B e B B B e B B e B e B e B e B B B e B e B e e

¥ 3
¥ 3
&
&
3
3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
F 3
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
7 3
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
&
¥ 3
&
¥ 3
&
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
3
¥ 3
&
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3

e 0B o o 0 i e 0B o o B Do i i B

4


https://vajiramandravi.com/current-affairs/foreign-contribution-regulation-amendment-bill-2026/

QT Sy g e e e e e o
g3 CROSS & CLIMB ROHTAK

& crossacume  School of Research Based Learning & Competition crossacime

Current Affairs - 03 September 2026

e The Designated Authority may, where deemed necessary in public interest, take

i

possession of assets AND undertake management of the organisation's activities itself.

Why Ownership vs Management Distinction Matters?

o Even if the legal distinction between ownership and custody is important, it may not have
much practical significance.

o For an institution whose success depends on continuity in management, control is often
more important than ownership.

e The ownership of an institution may remain unchanged on paper, but if control over its
management changes, its relationship with the government can change significantly.

e A hospital, school or laboratory cannot function effectively simply because it owns
property or resources.

o What matters is its independence to manage and use those resources for its charitable

purposes.

Safeguards Provided — And Their Adequacy
o The Bill allows for restoration of assets if registration is obtained, renewed, or restored
within a prescribed period.
e Provides mechanisms for revision and judicial appeal.
e Open constitutional question: whether these safeguards are sufficiently clear, timely and

effective.

Conclusion

The FCRA Amendment Bill does not question the State's legitimate authority to regulate foreign
contributions, but it significantly expands the consequences of losing FCRA registration —
potentially extending State control from asset possession to institutional management.

Ensuring the Bill's safeguards meet the constitutional standard of proportionality is essential to

prevent regulatory overreach into civil society's institutional autonomy.
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REDUCING INDIA’S EXPOSURE TO U.S. TARIFF RISKS

o India’s growing dependence on Russian crude has become a major consequence of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

o While Russian oil has helped India secure energy supplies and manage import costs, it
has also created tensions with the United States.

e The proposed Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026, which could
authorise tariffs of up to 100% on major buyers of Russian energy, therefore poses a
serious economic challenge.

o The central challenge is to balance energy security, strategic autonomy and export

competitiveness while reducing vulnerability to geopolitical pressures.

The Russian Oil Dilemma

o India has diversified its energy supplies in recent years.

e Russian crude accounted for only 2% of India’s crude imports before the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, but now constitutes roughly half of its imports.

e In 2026, imports increased from 4.54 MMT in January to 8.96 MMT in May.

o This strategy has strengthened energy security, reduced pressure on the crude import bill
and provided greater flexibility amid global uncertainty.

o However, it has increased India’s exposure to Western sanctions.

o The proposed U.S. legislation could impose tariffs of up to 100% on major importers of
Russian crude or natural gas that continue new purchases.

e Combined with existing duties, India’s potential cumulative tariff burden could
reach 110%.

e Such tariffs could severely weaken Indian export competitiveness in the U.S. market,
affecting production, employment and investment.

o The issue therefore extends beyond energy imports to India's broader economic interests.
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Economic Consequences of a Tariff Confrontation

e Cheap or accessible energy may provide immediate benefits, but geopolitical retaliation
can simultaneously damage export opportunities.

e Trade simulations using the GTAP global general equilibrium model indicate significant
economic costs under a 110% U.S. tariff scenario.

e India’s welfare could decline by nearly $47 billion, while GDP, output, domestic
demand, exports and imports contract.

o Aggregate exports could fall by 5.1%, while imports could decline by 5.2%. A prolonged
tariff confrontation could therefore disrupt trade flows and weaken domestic economic
activity.

o The broader lesson is that economic resilience requires more than energy diversification.

India must also reduce excessive dependence on individual export markets.

The Strategy India Should Pursue

o India needs a comprehensive strategy combining energy security, diplomatic flexibility
and export competitiveness.

e It should continue diversifying energy sources while expanding trade relationships with
major economic blocs, particularly the European Union and other emerging markets.

e Domestic reforms should focus on better logistics, efficient customs procedures,
infrastructure, standards and ease of doing business.

e Indian industries must also move up the value chain through technology, innovation and
productivity improvements.

e India should avoid viewing the issue as a binary choice between Russia and the United
States.

o Its long-term interest lies in maintaining strategic autonomy through diversified economic

partnerships.
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WHAT IS SEPSIS?

e Sepsis is a life-threatening condition that happens when

4
4 the body’s immune system has an extreme response to an

L v .

~« infection, causing organ dysfunction.
o The body’s reaction causes damage to its own tissues and
organs, and it can lead to shock, multiple organ failure, and sometimes death.
e Cause:
o Sepsis happens when an infection one already has triggers a chain
reaction throughout body.
o Sepsis is usually caused by bacterial infections but may be the result of other
infections such as viruses, parasites, or fungi.
o The infections are often in the lungs, stomach, Kidneys, or bladder.
e Treatment:
o Itusually includes:
Antibiotics.
o In serious cases, one might need kidney dialysis or a breathing tube.

o Some may need surgery to remove tissue damaged by the infection.

POLYCHAETE WORMS

e Polychaete worms are a diverse group of marine annelids.

e They are also known as bristle worms and are among the

most diverse groups of marine invertebrates on Earth.

e Polychaeta means “having much hair”, refers to the bristles on the fleshy, leg-like
protrusions on their body.

o Habitat: They occur in almost all marine habitats, from estuaries, mangroves, sandy

shores, coral reefs, and seagrass beds to the continental shelf and deeper waters.
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e Characteristics:
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o They have parapodia (small leg-like structures) for crawling, swimming and
burrowing.

o Each segment has a pair of parapodia with chaetae (bristles).

o Their bodies consist of circular layer of muscle around a coelom (fluid-filled
space).

o Many have tentacles for feeding or feather-like branchial radioles for feeding and
breathing.

o Reproduction: Some reproduce sexually, others asexually. Some species are
hermaphrodites, which mean they have both male and female reproductive
organs.

o Their high ecological adaptability and sensitivity to environmental stresses also
makes them great bioindicators of ecological health.

o Ecological role: They are detritivores (that consume detritus to obtain nutrients) and
play a major role in the breakdown of organic matter, oxygen transport, and its

redistribution.

KHAGANTAK-243

. e It is a 300-kg-class airborne long-range stand-off
, antak'243 | precision-guided glide bomb.

e Developed By: It s jointly developed by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) and JSR

Dynamics.
o Features of Khagantak-243
o It is designed to be launched from a fighter aircraft and glide towards its target
after release.
o Unlike conventional free-fall bombs, glide bombs allow aircraft to engage

targets from a stand-off distance without having to fly directly over them.
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o Range: It can cover a range of 144 km to 180 km when released from an altitude

of 12 km at Mach 0.8.

i

o The bomb features a cylindrical body, swivel-type mid-body glide wings and
five aft control surfaces that help it navigate towards its target.

e Significance:

o Long-range glide bombs are designed to enable combat aircraft to engage
targets from stand-off distances, allowing platforms to strike enemy targets

while remaining outside the reach of certain air defence systems.

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM

* Pacific
ISIands o It was established in 1971.
<> forum .

It is the region's top political and economic organisation,

with 18 members across the Pacific Ocean.

Vision: To create a resilient Pacific region of peace, harmony, security, social inclusion
and prosperity, that ensures all Pacific peoples can lead free, healthy and productive lives.
e Members: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French
Polynesia, Kiribati, Naoero, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and
Vanuatu.

o Headquarters: Suva, Fiji

e Annual Meetings: The annual Forum meetings are chaired bythe Head of
Government of the Host Country, who remains as the Forum Chair until the next
meeting.

e Key areas of focus of PIF: It includes regional security, economic development,
climate change, ocean governance, and strengthening regionalism under the 2050

Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent.
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