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MAKING TRANSPARENCY THE FOUNDATION OF TRUST IN MEDICINE

e Doctors’ Day is an occasion to appreciate the medical profession, but it should also
prompt reflection on the institutional foundations of public trust in healthcare.

e Trust is not created only through personal doctor—patient relationships; it is shaped by
regulatory institutions, healthcare delivery systems and transparent communication.

e In India, strengthening these foundations can protect patients, support doctors and
reduce conflict.

Institutional Transparency and Public Confidence

o The first layer of trust comes from medical regulatory institutions. Patients should be able
to easily verify whether a doctor is qualified, registered and authorised to practise.

e India has improved medical education and regulation through the National Medical
Commission, but the accessibility of State Medical Council databases remains uneven.

o Transparency reassures citizens that medical professionals remain subject to

independent scrutiny and accountability.

Healthcare Systems: Moving Beyond Individual Blame
o Trust is also shaped by hospitals, clinics and healthcare organisations. Their procedures
influence patient perceptions even before clinical outcomes are known.
e System-level transparency requires clear information about medical costs, treatment
procedures, operational processes and grievance mechanisms.
o Healthcare organisations must also develop a culture of medical auditing and systemic
accountability.
e When errors occur, the focus should not be limited to identifying an individual at fault.
The Doctor-Patient Relationship
o At the final level, transparency becomes a direct human interaction.

o Patients increasingly expect doctors to explain diagnoses in simple language, clarify

treatment choices, discuss alternatives, disclose complications and explain costs.
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e Regular and honest updates are especially important in serious or uncertain cases.

0

;

e Even when a patient’s condition has not improved, communication can prevent anxiety

from becoming suspicion.

e This supports shared decision-making, where patients become informed participants

rather than passive recipients of treatment.

e Transparency is therefore not merely about providing information; it is about creating

relationships based on dignity, empathy and mutual respect.

Reforming Medical Education

e Transparency must become part of medical education and professional culture.

Communication skills cannot be developed through lectures alone.

e Students learn by observing how senior doctors interact with patients and families.

e Senior physicians should model empathetic communication, honest disclosure and

respect for patient autonomy.

Many healthcare disputes arise not necessarily from incorrect medical decisions but

from decisions that were poorly communicated or misunderstood.

o Patients who feel heard and informed are more likely to trust care even when outcomes

remain uncertain.

A Shared Responsibility

e Trust cannot be demanded from patients or created by doctors alone.

e Doctors need safe, respectful and dignified workplaces, while patients need confidence

that treatment is ethical, competent and transparent.

o A trustworthy healthcare system therefore requires three interconnected levels:

o Regulatory transparency: accessible professional credentials and accountability
mechanisms.

o Institutional transparency: clarity about costs, procedures, grievances, audits
and medical errors.

o Clinical transparency: honest, empathetic and continuous doctor—patient

communication.
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VOYAGER 2 MISSION

Voyager2 @

e [t is an unmanned space probe launched by NASA in 1977.

= - ‘« "‘J ‘
Misssion’y

e Primary mission: Its mission was to study the outer

planets of our solar system, including Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and
Neptune and their moons, and then continue on an interstellar mission.

e Itis the only spacecraft to have ever visited Uranus and Neptune.

e Achievements by the Voyager 2 Mission:

o It is the only spacecraft to study all four of the solar system’s giant planets at

close range.

o Itdiscovered a 14th moon of Jupiter.

o It was the first human-made object to fly past Uranus.

o At Uranus, Voyager 2 discovered new moons and new rings.

It was the first human-made object to fly by Neptune.

o At Neptune, Voyager 2 discovered moons, rings, and a “Great Dark Spot.”

o Itis the second spacecraft to enter interstellar space.

LOK SABHA RECORDS 15% PRODUCTIVITY — LOWEST SINCE 2016: MONSOON
SESSION 2026

Lok Sabha recorded only 15% productivity in the Monsoon Session 2026 — the lowest since
the 2016 Winter Session, when it stood at 15% amid demonetisation protests — while Rajya
Sabha recorded 33%, according to PRS Legislative Research data, raising renewed concerns
about the functioning of India's legislative institutions.

Parliamentary productivity is measured as the percentage of scheduled sitting time during
which the House actually conducted business — debates, questions, legislative proceedings — as

distinct from time lost to adjournments, disruptions, or walk-outs. PRS Legislative Research —

an independent policy research institution — tracks this data for every session since 2009.
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India's Parliament normally meets in three sessions: the Budget Session (February—May),

0

;

the Monsoon Session (July—August), and the Winter Session (November—December).

o Historical low points (Lok Sabha): 2010 Winter — 5% (2G spectrum-JPC deadlock);
2013 Winter — 6% (JPC findings + Telangana + Muzaffarnagar); 2016 Winter — 15%
(demonetisation protests); 2026 Monsoon — 15%.

o Bills referred to committees — declining trend: ~60% in 14th LS (2004-09) — ~71%
in 15th LS (2009-14) — ~29% in 16th LS (2014-19) — ~16% in 17th LS (2019-24), per
PRS data.

e Monsoon 2026 outcome: Despite 15% productivity, 12 Bills were passed by both
Houses — including the MMDR Amendment Bill and the FCRA Amendment Bill
(referred to JPC).

e Question Hour: The first hour of each sitting, dedicated to questions from MPs to
ministers. Lost time here means executive accountability cannot be exercised on record.

Joint Parliamentary Committees — Role and Limitations

e The FCRA (Amendment) Bill, 2026 was referred to a JPC — notable because the trend
of bypassing committee scrutiny has been sharp in recent Lok Sabhas.

e JPC composition: Reflects proportional representation of parties in both Houses; the
ruling party typically commands a majority. Chairperson has a casting vote in case of tie.

e Constitutional philosophy of committee system: As articulated in Rajya Sabha
literature — "influence, not direct control; advise, not command; criticism, not
obstruction; scrutiny, not initiative; accountability, not prior approval."

o Historical impact: Stock Market Scam JPC (2001-02) produced 236 recommendations,
most acted upon. The Forest Conservation Act JPC retained broad exemptions over
Opposition dissent. CAB 2016 JPC retained the central objective unchanged.
Recommendations are not binding on the government.

o Pattern of modification, not overturning: JPCs typically refine, not reject, the
government's legislative intent — their value lies in giving Opposition a formal platform

for dissent and creating a public record of clause-by-clause scrutiny.
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ARE REGIONAL PARTIES LOSING RELEVANCE? A VOTE-SHARE ANALYSIS

Despite electoral setbacks — including the defeat of Trinamool Congress in the 2026 West
Bengal Assembly elections and waves of defections — an analysis of vote-share data from four
consecutive Lok Sabha elections shows that regional parties have consistently commanded
around one-third of total votes cast, suggesting enduring structural relevance rather than
irreversible decline.

® BACKGROUND & CONTEXT

India's multi-party system evolved from the Congress-dominant phase (1947-1967) through
a competitive multi-party transition (1967-1989) into the current era of coalition and
competitive federalism (1989—present).

Regional parties have been central to this evolution — they aggregate state-specific identities,

languages, and development grievances that national parties often cannot fully represent.

The First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) electoral system, used for both Lok Sabha and state assembly
elections, systematically magnifies small changes in vote share into large swings in seat
outcomes — making electoral defeats appear more catastrophic, and victories more decisive,
than the underlying voter preferences warrant.

e One Nation One Election (ONEP) framework: The proposed simultaneous elections to
Lok Sabha and state assemblies — recommended by the Kovind Committee (2024) — is
seen by some analysts as a structural headwind for regional parties, since simultaneous
elections tend to nationalise political contests and may reduce the salience of state-
specific issues.

o Current state-level presence: Regional parties independently govern 4 States; are the
dominant partner in coalition governments in 4 more; are junior coalition partners in
another 4 States. This is the lowest number of independent regional party governments in
~25 years.

e Between 2015-2020: Regional parties independently governed 9 States — the contrast

underscores the electoral cycle dimension of the current trough.
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Vote-Share Data — The Structural Picture
o National parties' combined Lok Sabha vote share: 60.04% (2014) — 68.15% (2019)
— 62.72% (2024). The 2019 high reflected the Balakot air strikes backdrop; the
underlying band is 60—63%.
e Regional parties' combined Lok Sabha vote share: 35.85% (2014) — 28.09% (2019)
— 33.53% (2024). The 2019 dip was exceptional; the structural share is broadly 32-36%.
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o Key asymmetry: Despite recording their lowest combined vote share in 2014, regional
parties won a disproportionately high number of seats in several states — while the BJP-
led alliance won a decisive majority. FPTP amplifies, not reflects, vote-share trends.

o Assembly elections: Voters display a consistently stronger preference for regional parties
in state elections than in Lok Sabha elections — confirming that state-level political

identity remains a durable phenomenon distinct from national vote behaviour.

CONTAINER MANUFACTURING ASSISTANCE SCHEME (CMAS): BUILDING
INDIA'S MARITIME MANUFACTURING ECOSYSTEM

The Container Manufacturing Assistance Scheme (CMAS) — announced in Union Budget
202627 with an outlay of 10,000 crore over five years — aims to establish a domestically
competitive shipping container manufacturing industry, reduce India's dependence on importing
nearly 2 million empty containers annually, and anchor India within the global maritime value
chain as a producer, not merely a consumer, of logistics infrastructure.

® BACKGROUND & CONTEXT

Shipping containers are the physical backbone of global trade: ~80% of global merchandise
trade by volume is seaborne (UNCTAD), and containerised cargo accounts for nearly two-
thirds of the value of international trade.

Container availability, standardisation and logistics efficiency are therefore strategic concerns,

not merely commercial ones.

India has historically been a net importer of empty shipping containers, primarily from China,

which dominates global container manufacturing with ~95%+ of production.
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B CMAS AT A GLANCE
e Announced in: Union Budget 202627
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e Outlay: 10,000 crore over 5 years

e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

o Target capacity: 7.5 lakh TEUs/year (~10x current domestic capacity)

e Market opportunity projected: ~X80,000 lakh crore (long-term)

e Support types: Capital assistance for Greenfield facilities - Expansion support for
Brownfield units - Operational competitiveness support - Testing infrastructure & skilling

o Employment projected: ~3,000 direct jobs + 50,000+ indirect jobs

o Ancillary industries: Corner castings - Wooden frames - Corten steel manufacturing

e Context: India imports ~2 million empty containers/year; container market vulnerable
to Chinese supply disruptions and freight volatility

Strategic Significance — Why Container Manufacturing Matters

e Supply chain sovereignty: Container shortages during COVID-19 and the Red Sea crisis
(2023-24) demonstrated that logistics infrastructure is a strategic vulnerability. Domestic
container manufacturing reduces exposure to geopolitical supply disruptions.

e China+1l synergy: As global supply chains diversify away from China, India's
manufacturing push creates a two-way opportunity — attracting relocated
production and supplying the containers needed to export that production.

e Freight cost reduction: Eliminating the cost of importing 2 million empty containers

WHY CMAS @ annually — including shipping, repositioning, and
MATTERS currency risk — could meaningfully reduce India's

Growing Global Trade
Rising trade drives higher

demand for shipping containers.

#+ overall logistics cost burden (currently ~13-14% of

GDP).

Growing Container Demand
India’s expanding EXIM trade requires

reliable container availability.

Import Dependence
Nearly 2 million empty containers
L

e Corten steel linkage: Container manufacturing

uses Corten (weathering) steel, which is produced

imported annually.

domestically — creating backward integration

CMAS Response
Promotes domestic manufacturing
and reduces import dependence.

. opportunities with India's steel sector.
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SRAVAANI: IISC RELEASES INDIA'S FIRST MULTILINGUAL AI SPEECH MODEL
COVERING 65 LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc)'s SPIRE Lab, in collaboration

with ARTPARK and Google, have released SraVaani — the first multilingual Indian speech
recognition model trained on 65 Indian languages and dialects, including over 40
languages currently unsupported by mainstream speech-to-text systems, potentially extending
speech Al access to approximately 25 crore people whose languages are underserved.

® BACKGROUND & CONTEXT

India is home to one of the world's most linguistically complex environments. The 8th Schedule
of the Constitution currently lists 22 scheduled languages.

Beyond these, the 2011 Census identified over 19,500 mother tongues, with approximately 122
languages spoken by 10,000 or more people. Hundreds of regional languages, dialects, and tribal
tongues have no digital representation whatsoever.

Automatic Speech Recognition (ASR) technology — which converts spoken language into text
— has advanced rapidly for major world languages (English, Mandarin, Spanish) but remains
poor or absent for most Indian regional languages.

The commercial logic of Al investment concentrates resources on the largest speaker

populations, leaving linguistic minorities systematically behind in digital access.

e SraVaani coverage: 20 scheduled languages + 45 regional languages and dialects =
65 total, including Garo, Angika, Chakma, Kokborok, Tulu, Bundeli, and Bajjika.

e Performance benchmark: On Garo (spoken primarily in Meghalaya), SraVaani
achieved a Word Error Rate (WER) of 9.5%, compared to 69.4% for the next-best
evaluated system — a near-sevenfold improvement.

e Availability: Freely available on Hugging Face under an MIT licence (permissive open-
source, allowing commercial and non-commercial use with attribution).

e ARTPARK: Al and Robotics Technology Park — an innovation hub at IISc, established
under the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS).
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Technical Significance — What ASR Is and Why It Matters
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e ASR (Automatic Speech Recognition): An Al system that processes audio input and
outputs a text transcription. The key performance metric is Word Error Rate (WER) —
the percentage of words incorrectly transcribed. A WER below ~10% is generally
considered commercially usable; above 30% is practically unusable.

e  Why Indian languages are hard for ASR: High phonemic diversity, tonal variations,
code-switching (mixing languages mid-sentence), limited labelled training data,
significant dialectal variation, and absence of standardised orthographies for many tribal
languages.

e Bhashini Mission linkage: The Union government's Bhashini initiative (Digital India
Bhasha Vibhag) aims to build Al-based language technology for all 22 scheduled
languages. SraVaani extends this agenda to non-scheduled languages beyond the
government's own framework.

Policy & Constitutional Dimensions

o 8th Schedule: Lists 22 scheduled languages; any language can be added by Parliament
through a constitutional amendment. Currently includes Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, Dogri,
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Maithili, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi,
Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu.

e Non-scheduled languages: SraVaani's 45 regional/dialect entries go beyond the 8th
Schedule — addressing the digital divide for communities whose languages have no
constitutional recognition and hence least institutional support for technological
development.

e National Education Policy, 2020: Advocates mother-tongue-based multilingual
education up to Grade 5; effective implementation depends on digital learning tools —

ASR in regional languages is a critical enabling technology.
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