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 2019 Lok Sabha polls record highest-ever voter turnout in history 

The 2019 Lok Sabha elections witnessed a voter turnout of 67.10% (interim), which is the highest ever 

voter turnout in the history of general elections, as per Election Commission of India. The previous 

highest voter turnout of 66.44% was recorded in 2014. The highest voter turnout was recorded in the 

first phase when 69.61 per cent of the electorate voted.Among the states, Himachal Pradesh registered 

a turnout of 72.25 per cent, which is 7.8 per cent higher than the 2014 polls. Similarly, Madhya Pradesh 

saw a 9.5 per cent increase in turnout compared to last year – 71.1 per cent compared to 61.57 per 

cent. Chhattisgarh recorded 71.48 per cent turnout across its three phases. 

5th Smart Cities India 2019 Expo Inaugurated In New Delhi 

The 5th Smart Cities India 2019 expo, including Transport India, Solar India, Buildings India and Water 

India expos, was inaugurated by Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Affairs, Government of India, at the Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 

Organised by India Trade Promotion Organization (ITPO) and Exhibitions India Group, the event builds 

upon Government of India’s ‘Smart Cities Mission’ through a display of a vast array of products and 

solutions relevant to building smart cities in India. 

WHO Declares Algeria, Argentina Malaria-Free 

The World Health Organization has certified Algeria and Argentina as malaria-free, following three 

consecutive years where no new cases of the deadly disease have been reported. The World Health 

Organization reports Algeria is the second country in Africa to be recognized as malaria-free after 

Mauritius, which was certified in 1973 

HDFC Group Overtakes Tata Group As India’s Most Valuable 

The HDFC group has overtaken the 151-year-old Tata group to emerge as India’s most valuable by way 

of market capitalization (m-cap).  

ICRA downgrades long-term ratings of IDFC First Bank 

Rating agency ICRA downgraded the long-term rating of private lender IDFC First Bank on the back of 

weak earnings profile and increase in provisions due to unanticipated fresh stressed exposures 

identified by the bank. The ratings was bought down a notch from to AA from AA+ with stable outlook. 

Jagan Mohan Reddy To Be Sworn In As CM of Andhra Pradesh 

In Andhra Pradesh, YSR Congress Chief Jagan Mohan Reddy will be sworn in as chief minister of Andhra 

Pradesh on 30th of this month at Vijayawada. Mr Jagan Mohan Reddy has announced this following his 

party achieving inching towards a landslide victory in the legislative elections for Andhra Pradesh 

Legislative assembly held on April 11th. 
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