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INS VIRAAT 

INS Viraat, the Navy’s decommissioned aircraft 

carrier, has become the “private property” of a ship-

breaker who has already torn down 40% of its body, 

chiefly for scrap, the Supreme Court told a private 

company, that wants to turn the vessel into a maritime 

museum-cum-adventure centre. 

 

About: 

On February 10, the court had ordered a stay on the process of dismantling the 

ship.The carrier was bought by the Gujarat-based Shree Ram Group, a ship-breaking 

firm, in a bid. The 67-year-old iconic warship was towed to the breaking yard after 

over three decades’ service in the Navy. 

Do you know? 

INS Viraat was a Centaur-class aircraft carrier of the Indian Navy. 

INS Viraat was the flagship of the Indian Navy before INS Vikramaditya was 

commissioned in 2013. 

The ship was completed and commissioned in 1959 as the Royal Navy's HMS 

Hermes, and decommissioned in 1984. It was sold to India in 1987. INS Viraat was 

commissioned into the Indian Navy in 1987 served till 2016 when it was 

decommissioned. 

CHENAB BRIDGE 

The Prime Minister has lauded the completion of 

Arch closure of the Chenab Bridge, World's 

highest Railway Bridge in Jammu & Kashmir by 

Indian Railways. 

 

About: 

The length of the Chenab bridge will be 1,315 metres with 17 spans, of which the 

span of the main arch across Chenab river will be 467m.The bridge is part of an 

ambitious 272-km rail link project and is being constructed by the Northern Railway 

at an estimated cost of ₹28,000 crore.The bridge will be able to withstand earthquakes 

with a magnitude of up to eight and high-intensity blasts.The bridge, which will 

include a 14-metre dual carriageway and a 1.2-metre-wide central verge, will have a 

design speed of around 100 kilometres per hour with a lifespan of 120 years. 
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SADABAHAR 

Shrikishan Suman (55 years), a farmer from Kota, Rajasthan, has developed 

an innovative mango variety which is a regular and round-the-year dwarf 

variety of mango called Sadabahar, which is resistant to most major diseases 

and common mango disorders. 

About: 

The fruit is sweeter in taste, comparable to langra and being a 

dwarf variety, is suitable for kitchen gardening, high-density 

plantation, and can be grown in pots for some years 

too.Besides, the flesh of the fruits, which is bourn round the 

year, is deep orange with sweet taste, and the pulp has very 

less fiber content which differentiates it from other 

varieties.The innovative attributes of the variety have been verified by the National 

Innovation Foundation (NIF), India, an autonomous institution of the Department of 

Science & Technology, Government of India.NIF has also facilitated the plantation of 

Sadabahar mango variety in the Mughal Garden at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi. 

 

LA PEROUSE 

Indian Navy Ships INS Satpura and INS Kiltan along with P8I Long Range 

Maritime Patrol Aircraft are participating, for the first time; in multi-lateral 

maritime exercise La Pérouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean 

Region from 05 to 07 April 2021. 

 

About: 

The Indian Navy ships and aircraft will exercise 

at sea with ships and aircraft of French Navy 

(FN), Royal Australian Navy (RAN), Japan 

Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and 

United States Navy (USN) during the three day 

exercise at sea.The exercise La Pérouse is led 

by French Navy.Exercise La Pérouse will 

witness complex and advanced naval operations including surface warfare, anti-air 

warfare and air defence exercises, weapon firing exercises, cross deck flying 

operations, tactical manoeuvres and seamanship evolutions such as replenishment at 

sea. 

 


