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CURRENT AFFAIRS= 24-02-2020 

 
International Mother Language Day 

On 21st February, International Mother Language Day (IMLD) will be celebrated as a 

worldwide annual observance of UNESCO. MHRD will also observe Matribhasha Diwas 

on 21st Feb to highlight the linguistic diversity of our country. 

The central theme for International Mother Language Day 2020 is ‘Languages without 

borders’. 

According to UNESCO, ‘local, cross-border languages can promote peaceful 

dialogue and help to preserve indigenous heritage’. On 21stFebruary 2020 – the 

organization will be celebrating Multilinguism under this theme. 

 

World Thinking Day 

On February 22, Girl Scouts and Girl Guides across 150 countries celebrate World 

Thinking Day. 

Promoted by the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS for short) 

along with Girl Scouts of the USA, World Thinking Day originated in 1926. 

World Thinking Day 2020 celebrates the diversity, equity, and inclusion reflected in our 

global movement. 

 

Central Excise Day celebrated on 24 February 

The Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) celebrates Central Excise Day every 

year on February 24 all over the country. This occasion is dedicated to Central Excise 

Day and Salt Act, which was enacted on 24 February 1944. 

The Central Excise Day is commemorated every year across India on February 24. It is to 

encourage the excise department employees to carry out the central excise duty all over 

the country in a better way to prevent the corruption in the goods manufacturing business 

as well as to implement other rules to carry out the best possible excise services. 

 

Egypt to host ‘India by the Nile’ fest in March 

The annual ‘India by the Nile’ festival in Egypt will be held this year from March 2-10, 

bringing with it a selection of classical and popular Indian art forms to the cities of Cairo, 

Alexandria, Port Said and 

The festival is organised by the Teamwork Arts (a company that specialises in 

showcasing Indian art at festivals all over the world) in cooperation with the Indian 

Embassy in Cairo and several other Egyptian partners, the Al Ahram newspaper said in a 

report on Friday. 

This year, the festival will include “En Route to Bollywood“. a colourful show featuring 

well-known songs from Bollywood films, accompanied by dancers. 
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National Council of Applied Economic Research pegs GDP growth at 4.9 per 

cent in 2019-20 

Think tank National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) pegged the 

economic growth for the current fiscal at 9 per cent, a tad down from 5 per cent estimated 

by the National Statistical Office (NSO). 

However, for 2020-21, the NCEAR expects the Indian economy to improve its growth 

rate to 6 per cent. Indian economy grew by 6.1 per cent in 2018-19. “GDP growth is 

forecast to be 4.9 per cent in Q3: 2019-20, and 5.1 per cent in Q4: 2019-20. 

The annual growth rates for 2019-20 and 2020-21 are forecast to be 4.9 per cent and 5.6 

per cent, respectively,” an NCEAR statement stated. 

 

Manoj Kumar felicitated by London’s World Book of Records for contribution to 

Indian cinema 

Veteran actor Manoj Kumar has been felicitated by the World Book of Records, London 

with the WBR Golden Era of Bollywood honour for being a legendary actor and for his 

contribution to Indian cinema. 

 

India wins one silver, two bronze medals in Asian Wrestling Championships 

India won one silver and two bronze medals on concluding day of Asian Wrestling 

Championships in New Delhi . In 74 kilogram category India’s Jitender settled for a 

silver medal following a defeat by defending champion Kazakhstan’s Daniyar Kaisanov 

1-3. 

In 86 Kg category, Deepak Punia defeated Issa Abdulsalam Abdulwahhab Al Obaidi of 

Iraq 10-0 and clinched a bronze medal. Rahul Aware defeated Iran’s Majid Almas Dastan 

by 5-2 and settled for a bronze. India secured total 20 medals in the championship 

including five golds and six silvers and nine bronzes. 


