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GORAKHNATH TEMPLE

A massive wave of devotion swept through the Gorakhnath Temple

= <
GORAKHATH TEMPLE

recently, a day ahead of the main Makar Sankranti festival, as

lakhs of devotees gathered to offer khichdi to Mahayogi Guru Gorakhnath.

e Itis a Hindu temple situated in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh.

e The temple belongs to the Nath monastic group of the Nath tradition (a Shaiva sub-
sect in Hinduism), which was instituted by Guru Matsyendranath.

e Itis named after the Guru Gorakhnath, who was one of the notable disciples of Guru
Matsyendranath and well-known for his Hatha Yoga, a renowned branch of Yoga.

o [t serves as the epicenter of the Nath tradition.

Features:

o It is a blend of traditional and modern North Indian architectural
styles, reflecting the heritage and simplicity of the Nath sect.

o The heart of the Gorakhnath Temple is the central shrine, which houses a
sacred image of Gorakhnath as a deity and a Shiva Linga, as the Nath sect sees
Gorakhnath as an incarnation of Lord Shiva.

o Intricate stonework and marble structures surround the inner shrine.

o Carved pillars and symbolic motifs around the sanctum highlight the Nath
sect’s emphasis on inner spirituality.

o One of the striking features is the temple’s dome, which istall and
conical, visible from a distance.

o A significant feature of the Gorakhnath Temple is the Samadhi (final resting

place) of Gorakhnath, which is a sacred spot within the temple complex.
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SIMILIPAL NATIONAL PARK

S|M||_|Pm_ o Itis situated in the Mayurbhanj district of Odisha.
NATIONAL PARK o The park is named after the Simul (silk cotton) tree, which

grows in abundance here.

e Not only a National Park, Similipal is also a Tiger Reserve, Wildlife Sanctuary,
Biosphere Reserve, and also a part of the Mayurbhanj Elephant Reserve.

o Situated in the Deccan Peninsular Bio-geographic Zone, it harbours a unique blend of
Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats, and eastern Himalayan biodiversity.

o It has some beautiful waterfalls like Joranda and Barehipani.

e It is surrounded by high plateaus and hills, the highest peak being the twin peaks of
Khairiburu and Meghashini.

e It is also home to various tribes, including Kolha, Santhala, Bhumija, Bhatudi,
Gondas, Khadia, Mankadia, and Sahara.

e Vegetation: The forest is predominantly moist mixed deciduous forest with tropical
semi-evergreen forest in areas with suitable microclimatic conditions and sporadic
patches of dry deciduous forests and grasslands.

e Flora:

o Sal is the dominant tree species here.
o The park also has extensive grasslands that are grazing grounds for many of the
herbivores.

o Fauna:

o It is known for the tiger, elephant, and hill mynah.
o It holds the highest tiger population in Odisha.
o Itis the only tiger reserve in the country to boast of melanistic tigers.
Apart from the tiger, the major mammals are the leopard, sambar, barking deer, gaur, jungle

cat, wild boar, four-horned antelope, giant squirrel, and common langur.
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GROK CONTROVERSY: X CURTAILS GROK AFTER BACKLASH

e A December 2025 update to Grok enabled users to generate sexualised and objectionable
images of women and children using existing photographs, often without consent or
knowledge.

o Users prompted the Al to digitally undress women or place them in suggestive poses,
with the generated images appearing publicly in comment threads, leading to harassment.

o Instances involving children further intensified concerns, highlighting serious gaps in Al
safeguards and content moderation on X.

Initial Response to the Backlash

o Following global outrage over Grok-generated sexualised images, Elon Musk stated that
users generating illegal content with Grok would face the same consequences as those
uploading illegal material directly to X.

e Musk emphasised that Grok generates images only in response to user prompts and does
not act autonomously.

o He asserted that the Al is designed to refuse illegal requests and comply with the laws of
the relevant country or state.

e Denial of Knowledge and Technical Explanation

o Recently, Musk denied any awareness of Grok being used to create sexualised
images of children, claiming there were “literally zero” such instances to his
knowledge.

o He suggested that any unexpected behaviour could result from adversarial
hacking, which the company fixes promptly.

o Platform-Level Restrictions

o Before the final rollback, X had restricted Grok’s image-generation features to

paid users.
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o However, within hours of Musk’s denial, the company announced a complete

0

;

shutdown of Grok’s ability to generate sexualised images, regardless of user
status.

o The move marked a clear reversal by X, effectively acknowledging the severity of
the issue and responding to mounting regulatory and public pressure by removing
the problematic functionality altogether.

Regulatory Pressure Triggers the Rollback

e X’s decision to restrict Grok followed strong regulatory action, beginning with a stern

notice from the Government of India.

e After being flagged for failing to meet due diligence obligations under the Information

Technology Act, 2000 and related rules, X removed about 3,500 pieces of content and

blocked 600 accounts, admitting lapses in compliance.

The controversy quickly spread beyond India. In the United Kingdom, an impending

legal change is set to criminalise the creation of such sexualised images.

e Malaysia and Indonesia blocked access to Grok and initiated legal action against X

and xAl, citing failures to prevent harmful content and protect users.

e In the US, the California Attorney General announced an investigation into Grok and

XAl over the generation of objectionable images, adding to mounting legal pressure on

the platform.

e X’s New Restrictions and Safeguards

o In response, X announced technological measures to prevent Grok from editing
images of real people into revealing clothing, including bikinis, applying the
restriction to all users.

o The platform also limited image creation and editing via Grok to paid subscribers
and introduced geoblocking in jurisdictions where such content is illegal.

o X reiterated its commitment to platform safety, stating it has zero tolerance for
child sexual exploitation, non-consensual nudity, and unwanted sexual content,

marking a decisive retreat under sustained global regulatory scrutiny.
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INDIA’S ROAD SAFETY CRISIS - ENGINEERING GAPS AND RISING FATALITIES

e India records the highest number of road accident deaths globally, far exceeding other
major countries.
e Despite having the world’s second-largest road network, road safety outcomes remain
poor.
e According to recent estimates, nearly 3.5 lakh people died in road accidents during
2023-24, highlighting the scale of the crisis.
e Road safety in India has traditionally focused on driver behaviour, such as speeding or
drunk driving.
e However, emerging evidence shows that this approach alone is insufficient, as deeper
structural issues dominate accident causation.
Key Structural Factors Behind Road Fatalities
e The report underlines that 59% of road accident fatalities occurred without any traffic
violation, clearly pointing to road engineering deficiencies as a primary cause of deaths.
These include:
o Poor road design and alignment
o Absence or damage of crash barriers
o Inadequate signage and road markings
o Insufficient street lighting
o Unsafe junctions and pedestrian crossings
e Such defects convert routine travel into a high-risk activity, especially on rural roads and
highways.
Findings and Recommendations of the Report
e The joint report by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways and SaveLIFE
Foundation provides a clear roadmap for action:
o Focus on known crash-prone locations rather than spreading resources thinly.

o Conduct Road Safety Surveys on critical corridors by NHAI and state PWDs.
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o Implement site-specific engineering corrections based on Indian Road Congress

and MoRTH guidelines.
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o Strengthen policing capacity at high-fatality police station jurisdictions.
o Improve emergency response by expanding effective coverage of 108 ambulance
services.
o Use existing schemes more efficiently instead of launching new ones.
e The report stresses that reducing road deaths requires better coordination, clearer

accountability, and sustained leadership, not additional laws or schemes.

EARLY INVESTMENT IN CHILDREN, THE KEY TO INDIA’S FUTURE

o Scientific evidence highlights the first 1,000 days of life, from conception to age two, as
the period during which up to 85% of brain development and most neural connections are
formed.

o Extending this window to eight years totals roughly 3,000 days, during which
foundational cognitive, emotional, social and behavioural capacities take shape.

e Children who receive adequate nutrition, responsive care and cognitive stimulation
during this period are more likely to complete schooling, acquire skills and contribute
productively as adults.

e At a macro level, such cohorts reduce future public expenditure on healthcare and
remedial education and expand the taxable workforce, demonstrating that ECCD

generates durable, intergenerational returns.

India’s Progress and Remaining Gaps
o India’s own experience in child health illustrates the power of sustained investment.
e Over the past decades, programmes such as the Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS), the Child Survival and Safe Motherhood initiative and the National Health

Mission significantly reduced infant and child mortality and improved immunisation and

nutrition outcomes.
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o However, these efforts largely targeted survival, not developmental potential. Moreover,
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ECCD interventions have predominantly focused on low-income households.

o This targeted approach overlooks developmental challenges increasingly observed in
middle- and upper-income families, including obesity, digital overexposure, reduced
physical activity and delayed socio-emotional skills.

e Developmental risk is therefore more universal than assumed.

The Way Forward: Towards a Societal and Policy Movement

e Realising such a transformation requires both state action and societal ownership. ECCD
must become a subject of public conversation within homes, communities, workplaces
and schools.

o Non-profit organisations, philanthropic institutions and the private sector can play critical
roles in shaping ecosystems of care and learning.

e At the governmental level, effective coordination among ministries, including Health,
Education and Women and Child Development, is essential.

e A dedicated inter-ministerial mission on ECCD could formalise responsibilities,

streamline investments and ensure continuity across election and policy cycles.

THE NEW GRAMMAR OF INDIAN ELECTIONS - MEDIA, MISINFORMATION AND
MANIPULATION

o With elections due in four States and one Union Territory in about 10 weeks, India’s
electoral landscape is once again witnessing the fusion of politics, media, and
technology. From WhatsApp-driven mobilisation (2019) to digital-forward campaigns
(2024), Indian elections are evolving rapidly.

e While 2029 is predicted to be the “Al election”, the 2026 elections reflect a hybrid
ecosystem—a mix of traditional media, social media, influencers, and artificial
intelligence.

o This raises serious concerns about fake news, influencer politics, and deepfakes, with

implications for electoral integrity and democratic accountability.
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Media Consumption Patterns - Digital Dominance:
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e India has close to 900 private television channels, and nearly half of them are news

channels. Television still has a deep reach — 23 crore homes own a TV set.

o However, shift to digital is decisive -

o 7in 10 Indians prefer online news (Reuters Institute).

o News sources - YouTube (55%), WhatsApp (46%), Instagram (37%), and
Facebook (36%).

o Even with these media consumption patterns, newspapers, both in regional languages and

English, still remain comparatively high on the credibility quotient.

Challenges and Way Ahead:

o Absence of a legal definition of fake news: Legal clarity - define fake news and

deepfakes within electoral and IT laws.

Algorithmic amplification without transparency: Platform accountability -

Algorithmic transparency, faster takedown mechanisms during election periods.

e Lack of robust regulation of political influencers: ECI-led regulatory framework

mandatory disclosure of Al-generated political content, clear guidelines for influencers

and political advertising.

o Rapid proliferation of deepfakes and synthetic media: Strengthen inter-agency

coordination (ECI, MeitY, platforms, civil society).

o Institutional inertia and regulatory gaps: Within ECI and digital governance

frameworks. Independent oversight bodies for election-time digital content moderation.

o Threats: To free and fair elections, voter autonomy, and democratic trust. Digital literacy

and media awareness campaigns for voters.

Conclusion:

e As India moves towards an Al-driven electoral future, institutional preparedness,

regulatory foresight, and citizen awareness will determine whether technology

strengthens democracy or subverts it. For the world’s largest democracy, the credibility

of elections is inseparable from the credibility of information.
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VOYAGER 1

9

Voyager 1 is expected to become the first human-made object

vnﬁEn 1 to reach a distance of one light-day from Earth.

0

e Itis aspace probe launched by NASA in 1977.

e Objective: To explore the outer planets in our solar system.

o It is the first spacecraft to travel beyond the solar system and reach interstellar space.

e It is currently the most distant human-made object from Earth.

e Voyager 1’s mission has included flybys of Jupiter and Saturn, with the goal of
studying their moons, rings, and magnetic fields.

o Instruments of Voyager 1: Cosmic Ray Subsystem, Plasma Wave Subsystem, Infrared

Interferometer Spectrometer and Radiometer (IRIS) etc.

Key Achievements of Voyager 1:
o It was the first spacecraft to cross the heliosphere, the boundary where the influences
outside our solar system are stronger than those from our Sun.
e It crossed into interstellar space in 2012, making it the first human-made object to
venture out of the solar system.
e [t discovered a thin ring around Jupiter and two new Jovian moons: Thebe and
Metis.

o It also found five new moons and a new ring called the G-ring at Saturn.
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